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EM-DAT in short

EM-DAT (° 1988): global disaster loss database, with
evidence-based information on disaster occurrences and
their human and economic impact.

Historical data: 1900 - today.
Global coverage (> 180 countries).
Open access: publicly available www.emdat.be
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What is a disaster?

“A situation or event, which overwhelms local capacity, neces-
sitating a request for external assistance at national or interna-
tional level; an unforeseen and often sudden event that causes
great damage, destruction and human suffering”
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Inclusion criteria

At least one of the following:

10 or more persons reported killed.
100 or more persons reported affected.
A call for international assistance.
A declaration of a state of emergency.
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Classification

Source : IRDR Peril Classification and Hazard Glossary, 2014
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Impact

Influence
Inform humanitarian action.
Improve rational decision-making in disaster preparedness.
Provide evidence for communities’ disasters vulnerabilities.
Support policy-making (e.g., setting priorities).

Users
Academics - 80 %
National & international organizations - 10 %
Private - 5 %
Media - 5 %
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Review 2022
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Review 2022
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Floods reported worldwide - 2000-2022
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Heatwaves reported worldwide - 2000-2022
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Current EM-DAT activities

Maintenance of EM-DAT data & dissemination [AR - Newsletters].

Internal & external user-interfaces (direct link).
—

Improving current classification.

Search optimization to reduce missingness (APIs, NLP, ...).

Geo-referencing (GAUL > 2013) & standardization (temporality, ...).
—

Local and Regional disaster impact data collection.

Training local stakeholders in disaster loss data collection.
—

Improving epidemics & heatwave impact data.

Strengthening direct & indirect economic impact data.
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Data collection & analysis support

Data
Systematic information search.
Data collection (e.g., heatwaves, epidemics, ...).
...

Analysis
Indicators (disease burden, economic impact,...).
Spatial-temporal modelling.
...

Translating the information.
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Contact-info

Contacting us:
E-mail: contact@cred.be

Following us:
Newsletter subscription: www.emdat.be

7 @CREDUCL
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Questions?
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