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Alerting the general public to hazards: 
Overview of the IFRC  CAP Editor Freeware
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What is CAP? 
The Common Alerting Protocol (CAP) is an OASIS standard, which 
communicates key facts of an emergency such as: 

■ What is it? 
■ Where is it? 
■ How soon is it? 
■ How bad is it? 
■ What should people do? 

It is used by official alerting authorities to broadcast all-hazard 
emergency alerts and public warnings over all kinds of networks. 



Interoperability Completeness Simple implementation Simple XML

Multi-use format Targeted Contextualized and 
actionable

<area> Geneva </area>

. . .

#WhatNow

Problem 
Ineffective public warning: emergency alerts that are not timely enough, not 
understandable enough, or fail to reach everyone at risk. 

Solution 
Utilization of the Common Alerting Protocol  
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Example 
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CAP - category field
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CAP - event and event code 
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CAP Editor Freeware 
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Example CAP Alert
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OASIS Event Terms List



10For more information, please write to: paola.yela@ifrc.org


